
To: Raphael Toledano <rafi@trumanrg.com>, Michael Black <michael@brookhillprop.com>, Max 

Gordon <max@brookhillprop.com>, Steve Rappaport <steve@sinvin.com>, info@mironproperties.com 

 

cc: Stephanie Rudolph <Srudolph@urbanjustice.org>, Wasim Lone <wlone@goles.org>, Rosemarie Diaz 

<Rdiaz@council.nyc.gov>,Eli Szenes-Strauss <eli.szenes.strauss@gmail.com>,Sarah Sanchala 

<sanchalas@assembly.state.ny.us>, Sejal Singh <sejal@bradhoylman.com>, Susan Stetzer 

<sstetzer@cb3manhattan.org>, Vanessa Diaz <vdiaz@council.nyc.gov>, Hoylman@nysenate.gov, 

mauricio.senate@gmail.com, jonathan.hurt@nyshcr.org, Rmendez@council.nyc.gov, 

andrewlombardi@manhattanbp.nyc.gov, gbrewer@manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 

dannallelg@assembly.state.ny.us,  ebottcher@council.nyc.gov, Sadia Rahman 

<SRahman@urbanjustice.org> 

subject: Hazardous Construction Episode in Tenant Building 

February 12, 2016 

Mr. Toledano: 

On February 10th and 11th, 2016, construction workers in your employ (Space Carpenter LLC) used the 

basement of 233 East 5th Street as a workshop in which they sawed wood, stained doors and used oil-

based polyurethane on those doors. 

Polyurethane contains benzene, which is a known carcinogen. Its fumes are extremely irritating, harmful 

to inhale, and can cause asthma, dizziness, eye, nose and throat irritation, headaches and damage to 

liver, kidneys and the central nervous system. 

Tenants in 233 East 5th Street include a family with very young children. They and all other tenants of 

the building inhaled polyurethane fumes all night, beginning in the late afternoon of February 10, 2016. 

At 8:00am on February 11, 2016, the smell suddenly became intense again. Upon investigation, it was 

discovered that your workers were applying more coats of polyurethane. 

Additionally, your workers smoke marijuana, which impairs judgment and reaction time, and poses 

additional danger when added to the flammable VOCs and the boiler pilot light. 

Finally, sawing wood so close to the boiler pilot light produces sawdust that presents a combustion 

hazard. 

We are sure that you're familiar with the gas explosion that occurred on March 26, 2015 at 121 Second 

Avenue in the East Village, which destroyed three buildings and caused two deaths. We are concerned 

that our lives are similarly endangered by the hazardous conditions created by your workers. 

On February 11th, we attempted to reach your offices and you by telephone to report the conditions 

described above. 
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o The voice mail for your building manager, Michael Black, was not set up to take 

messages, so he was unreachable. 

o The Brookhill office phone voice mailbox was full, so we could not leave a message. 

o When we eventually reached you on your cell phone, you requested that we call you 

back later. 

In the event of an emergency, this lack of accessibility and lack of a sense of urgency are not acceptable. 

We reported the February 10th and 11th hazardous conditions to 311 and the NYC Fire Department. The 

Fire Department confirmed that VOC vapors from polyurethane are flammable, and that the vapors’ 

presence in the basement where the boiler is located constitutes a serious danger. 

We cannot accept cost-shaving construction practices that endanger our health and safety. We, the 

members of the Toledano Tenants Coalition, demand that you rent out a legal work space that meets all 

OSHA standards for workers to engage in the above-referenced activities. 

In response to the hazardous conditions of February 10th and 11th, and past violations during your 

building renovations, we have adopted a NO TOLERANCE POLICY in the buildings in which your tenants 

live. We will continue to report hazardous conditions and violations to 311 and the NYC Fire 

Department, as needed. 

--- 

 

The Toledano Tenants Coalition 

 


