
Mr. Toledano, 

Since December 2015, workers in the hire of your company have conducted demolition and renovation 

work at 510 East 12th Street and 514 East 12th Street. This demolition and renovation work has resulted 

in three class-1 ECB violations and four fire marshal violations. In March 2016, DOHMH found lead dust 

1.5x over the EPA allowable limit in these buildings. 

We allege that the following are now occurring at 510 and 514 East 12th Street: 

 You continue to apply constant and illegal pressure to rent-regulated tenants: 

o You threatened rent-regulated tenants with raising preferential rent rates almost $900 a 

month, and not renewing leases. 

o You and other Brookhill employees have patrolled both buildings, knocking on the doors 

of rent-stabilized apartments and trying to arrange buyout meetings, in none of these 

conversations have you or your agents informed tenants of their rights as mandated by the 

tenant harassment laws. 

 The presence of your workers are a constant nuisance:  

o Your workers are often screaming in hallways, banging doors, smoking cigarettes, 

smoking marijuana, and staying overnight in vacant apartments. 

o Your workers have left the roof unlocked at both buildings. This resulted in an attempted 

break-in at 510 East 12th Street in April, 2016. 

o Your workers are constantly leaving the front door and gate unlocked at 510 and 514 East 

12th Street. 

o Your workers continually try to gain access to occupied apartments at both buildings. 

 Your workers are careless and unskilled: 

o There was a leak in Apartment 8, 514 East 12th Street, due to shoddy plumbing work. 

o Sewage water leaked into three rent-stabilized apartments at 510 East 13th Street due to 

shoddy plumbing work. 

o The front foyer door at 514 East 12th Street has been broken since April 19, 2016. 

o There has been no functional intercom at 514 East 12th Street since May 4, 2016. 

 Asbestos abatement process has been undertaken without prior notification to tenants: 

o You agreed to provide such notification; the DEP requires 7 days notice to tenants. 

In the four letters we’ve sent you since December 2015, we’ve demanded you adhere to the full extent of 

the NYC housing code that forbids all the above named tactics regarding both harassment and 

construction.  



On May 19, 2016, you were included on the list of New York City’s worst landlords. This inclusion 

indicates to us that the behavior we allege above is persistent not just in 510 and 514 East 12th Street, but 

across all your properties. 

We believe the behavior alleged above is consistent with the behavior alleged in the lawsuit brought 

against you by 444 East 13th Street tenants, and recorded in conversations as reported by The New York 

Times.  

Finally, we believe you are engaging in a campaign of harassment by construction.  We demand you 

stop. 

Sincerely,  

The Toledano Tenants Coalition 

 

To: rafi@brookhillprop.com, Raphael Toledano <rafi@trumanrg.com>, Max Gordon 

<max@brookhillprop.com>, Steve Rappaport <steve@sinvin.com>, Jeffrey Schleider 

<info@mironproperties.com>, info@madisonrealtycapital.com, Melissa Landy 

<melissa@brookhillprop.com> 

Cc’d: "Diaz, Rosemarie" <Rdiaz@council.nyc.gov>, Eli Szenes-Strauss <eli.szenes.strauss@gmail.com>, 

Sarah Sanchala <sanchalas@assembly.state.ny.us>, Sejal Singh <sejal@bradhoylman.com>, Susan 

Stetzer <sstetzer@cb3manhattan.org>, Vanessa Diaz <vdiaz@council.nyc.gov>, 

Hoylman@nysenate.gov, Mauricio Pazmino <mauricio.senate@gmail.com>, "Hurt, Jonathan 

(NYSHCR)" <jonathan.hurt@nyshcr.org>, Rmendez@council.nyc.gov, 

andrewlombardi@manhattanbp.nyc.gov, 

"Gale A. Brewer" <gbrewer@manhattanbp.nyc.gov>, dannallelg@assembly.state.ny.us, 

ebottcher@council.nyc.gov, wbrightbill@council.nyc.gov, Sadia Rahman <SRahman@urbanjustice.org>, 

Stephanie Rudolph <Srudolph@urbanjustice.org>, Wasim Lone <wlone@goles.org>, Daniel Weinberg 

<csc@coopersquare.org>, SaMi Chester <samic@coopersquare.org>, EV Grieve 

<grieve98@gmail.com>, 

Emma Whitford <emma@gothamist.com>, "Real Estate/Q and A, NYT" <realestateqa@nytimes.com>, 

"Navarro, Mia" <minava@nytimes.com>, tips@therealdeal.com, Yannic Rack 

<yannic.rack@gmail.com>, 

Lisha Arino <larino@dnainfo.com>, jhoanna@brickunderground.com 
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